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women's courtship to each other should rather make you merry, than put you out of humour." "Peace, good Isaac," says lie, " no interruption I beseech you. I got soon to Mrs. Feeble's, she that was formerly Betty Frisk; you must needs remember her, Tom Feeble of Brase-nose fell in love with her for her fine dancing. Well, Mrs. Ursula, without further ceremony, carries me directly up to her mistress's chamber, where I found her environed by four of the most mischievous animals that can ever infest a family: an old shock1 dog with one eye, a monkey chained to one side of the chimney, a great grey squirrel to the other, and a parrot waddling in the middle of the room. However, for a while, all was in a profound tranquillity. Upon the mantel-tree, for I am a pretty curious observer, stood a pot of lambative electuary,2 with a stick of liquorice, and near it a phial of rose-water and powder of tutty.3 Upon the table lay a pipe filled with betony4 and coltsfoot, a roll of wax-candle, a silver spitting-pot, and a Seville orange. The lady was placed in a large wicker-chair, and her feet wrapped up in flannel, supported by cushions; and in this attitude (would you believe it, Isaac) was she reading a romance with spectacles on. The first compliments over, as she was industriously endeavouring to enter upon conversation, a violent fit of coughing seized her. This awakened Shock, and in a trice the whole room was in an uproar; for the dog barked, the squirrel
1  Rough-coated.    In Pope's " Rape of the Lock " Belinda's dog is named Shock.
2  A compound of sweet substances, in which medicines could be concealed, and thus be licked up without being noticed.
8 An impure oxide of zinc, used in soothing irritated surfaces on the flesh.
4 Betony was smoked to cure headache, vertigo, and sore eyes ; coltsfoot, for coughs and lung affections (Miller's "Herbal," 1722).
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